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Revol ution 



1 . 



PEN & INK 



When Thomas Paine published Common Sense 

in 1776, he put into words what large numbers of 

patriots had been thinking — that America should 

declare its independence from Britain by 

whatever means possible. 

by William C. Kashatus 



By Christmas Eve 1776, the morale of backwoods fighters and forlorn mill- 
c f the 4i t it i roops had ttamen With the soldiers' spirits low 
reached a low point. The British had and public support for American iride- 
forced Genera! Ueorgf Washington pendence wavering, Washington feared 
rid his Con tint ' • n to retrea 'ij ti s n >i, use. Hen ved 
from Brunswick to Trenton. New jcr- to make a stand, realizing that the clash 
sey, and onto the western &&*^^^ft&M^^k|! would be a watershed in 
banks of tile Delaware MKBBBsaf^J SWBi the colonial straggle for in- 
River in Pennsylvania. EBpET^lB| -'^nd-n . 
The British had set up 9j Js> 1 At nightfall, Washing- 

camp on the river's east BBS '*1@k' n orders his officers to 

side. Once the Delaware jgg|| J3m 5emble lhe dem0Tal 

froze hard enough fc wfiait % , H ' ;c t poorly equipped, 

British forces to eros: HgJE EH an£ t gteatly outnumbered 

Philadelphia itself woul B&jK!$L JBjB troops and read to them 
be within their grasp. HH HH| Thomas Pa ine's The.Amer- 

the British raptured il> gjffft J^^K ican Crisis. "These are the 
patriot capital, all of ^fiH^^^K t " Iles [h,u lr >' m ™'s 

Pei syl nia th< 1 ;HmMBI souls gan ttu tract 
;ton «" n tatf \ >uldtx Tr - tin »>Hi. in''V u , ir. 

vulnerable. patriot will, in this crisis shrink from 

The American troops huddled around the service of his country; but he drat 
their campfires late in the afternoon of stands it NOW deserves the love and 

• ml >4.Dres < ' i I anl ma rid woniai Embol 

ingand nan) with bandaged feet, tin - encd I , I line's words Washington'* 
esembled littk norelhari ragtag band mei ferried icros the . t u/' d 
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1 ela\ w hroug] torra >f ' ai m< 
I it l is 

tag da I. outed the Hessian men 
naries occupying Trenton. Pai ne's wril- 
igfaad rut n,prcn n j * ' i 



ilarnmatory, using prose as his weapon, 
'-hi >ria . redits I his 1776 pan 
i el Common Scnsi ill m >l n 
popular support for the American cause. 
The pamphlet went ^ ^^ 
t .i J 2 d ii ui 
reached hundreds of thou- Jj!T,rS~: 



iids . 



s. Born in i. hetford, Eng- able cor 



i 1776 



naking ": 



v » 'i , >i 'if n> to 

He left Engl rid 

Philadelphia 

age of " 







s icted olomal rad repiesentcd a 

arp breal till it long~h< Id s 

sumption that the British government 



attack on thei 



teboyce 



junc 



red tea 



to the i 



:d with his unique 

■■ :.!■■ Mev. : '. : ., I 
ermine the political temper of 

>s, reading the newspapers of 
tid frequenting e taven 
uses of Philadelphia, to hutton- 

M express the ideas clear 

itical elites in language that the chus 

d, having olhe. 



On June I, 1774, Parliament respond- 
:d by closing the port of Boston until 
famages were paid. British lawmakers 
.-liminated due process in colonial judi- 
:iary proceedings a 



town meetings to as few as one a year 
Tfa « so- ailed Coen u cts vert 
cleai lesig d to unish ih I issa- 



f the sail 



. Yet this 


unprepc 


ssessing 


mdividu 


uld help 


nstigate 


great p 


lilical re 


tion In , 


me.rica. 


\ staun 


li idealis 




sedasp 


cialgif 


foi h( '1 



conclusk 

ie temperamental 
lenge to authority, 

im speaking open- 

eni 1 n Gi ll an 

id the concept of "revclu- 

id die colonists to follow 

adicai gadfly who dedicat- 

and only thing he 

the God-given lib- 

ol ver> man N » >ndei (ol i 

rrican independence, both respected 
feared him, remarking that "without 
vord of Washing- 
ieldedinvain." 

1 ... 1 u 



inanciallyde- 



■ialpoli 



Instead 






tethet 



■• In Septembi r5 1774 d< legate: from 
12 colonies convened in Philadelphia at 
the Firs mtinental < igres he; 

declared the Coercive Acts void, urged 
Massachusetts to form an independent 

themselves, and adopted economic 
sanctions against Britain. On October 14 
the delegates passed their own Declara- 
tio and Resolve. \ hi i claim< 1 foi h 
colonial assemblies exclusive power of 






after ail, 



e then 



(gainst 
lot did 






British rule, but tc 
of differences by asserting theii 
British subjects. /* i i 

colonial objective until Thomas Paine 
ede ul l"i struggl< 

Wh nPainc in edinPhila lphia.1 
found em; I une i< a „i lJh r of the 
Pennsylvania Magazine. While the print- 
er, Scotsman Robert Aitken, set the poli- 
the n >apei Hiring rut 11 



xdd "i 



i the s 
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pi dice on th it« rsial issues c it '\ n i^'i v separat men mk ng. When h led n y 1 

int"iii a> '1 r <ii P uh managed 1i fron Britain Gail it independence a conti uted short story or j mloone 

ii ns ay n I Mo Lie also what < n 11-,'lu i ' «1 ne f the local vspapers tv I >i 

ubmitted neari) I r ti > r l,s < d 1 iui> , villgo would pay him a small sum, enough to 

1 ngbythep msol \l litke ihadi glUte-j h i few d ioi . M 

lii V j t ^pi 1 l t Sastessa) I to] hn< i ^ kon . isterp i 

Most of Paii iycontti s p nt el ^ N f ess, th il uii K i 

he, 1 I " informati ssays that 1 k r u h i I a 1 'i i 1 n i 47-pag 

suited in a dramatic increase in cumulation British attacks on Lexington and Con- pamphlet that advocated American in- 

i00 to more than 3 ,5 cadets :i rd e% i reat -\ rip i ' iepcndei r > g t immon 

>u i 1 terican cause than had existed 1 i 1 l « i it 

1 1 hid u t i li ! one ed > !ei< ! J i I ' i * i 

.< 1 n i ^ii ti" 1 id i ( n attachment to Brita i it, a coconspiratoi li Parliai 

i henlrefi Britain's ii l - 1 edfoi * li n m ut.m . tanl 

r i in i k ( lof all trail that > t was time to stii e spoke up i *hts of the Ami t Paint 

hi. Paine wrot Mat u> p fhi h had long b u e» u c ti s>, richl rapliic image 

r in ii i tta i i i { - v t s hing to defend, thos ' i >used ngerii i ide.rs ipatir 

not for oik if ul th I ' j ^ nehads thing to pursu >rge to i i it i shed 

Imighty will finally separate Amei I the call wa > 0 univers hildren, tl i his rnai 

it ni aine wasn't the first to Paine called for independent-! i i l brutes do not devour th 

it sugg ii l>u the cause he writ i 1 i > ig," Paine excia ut of feat 

>i American n\ < i i tor for demo rae\ lor th ir freedom nan; ha fled Eng 

dence and abolitionism - r . -i where he could help land to >i i i deiitj it tip 

were closely related. D, " , I WQ1 IPf] impion the u n 1. i 

Benjamin Rusk a 1 ' I rights of all me F n. bt tat lonarchy , 

prominent Philadel- f fl gSt What's n teeag useless, having "li lha 

phia physician and _ " ly wrote for public make 'war and give away places at 

ii , i m \ Tf\PT\cAT\ '" l,m l 1 * * ' ^ - ' " f ' '' "■ i ' ,p 

i n ( ing , ' ICllL-atl of the d i hould not feel any obligation to a 

one so three years ,1 I ngtess crowned ruffnn s 

it 1 ted bllUl Ul ICU I late u > i Paine spare an 

the suggestion at a lime LI' f - private fo l< at ol -iitrt-m I tl n ' nmtuuon ol 



anyobligati( n 

to a 



:eclictably, Congress's be the most perfectly balanced form o 
at ti vernmenti >rld with its divi- 

1 independent Amcr- sions of King. Lords, and Commons. 

crowned «*, ifl ' >-t • " \ l ng!; - 

" ' tils 



ruffian wh< 



.0 



lin Rush— used 

lowing the Britisl * L1XAi -*- YV llu Paine to test public 

k xingtonand Qtj . g , c )inioi remakin not Hi I. 1 1 

oncord in April 1775 iv - ■"• / l 1 definitive « iik s ould do well lo learn from Eng ' 

Paine became evei .,!,,, ntthemsel . t ira publican ». ti 

cmentmhis t ' ' i >l i > r * icon tgedhim It tuti i nnual mbl tnd 

ii ry as rait Criri- tilhisaij net s in a t iden % 1 be d 

ing both King George a Parlian t single pamphlet 13 bliged 1 1 « fron lifferenl lony. A unicai 

I r lse of ing 'Ccmm 1 legislature would he empowered to 

natural rights, but for the suppression of From late autumn 1 775 until t he pub- pass laws, but only by a three-fifths ma- 
! le urged Americans 1 lication of tl in ja i 1 1 1 *U tbiican 1 

! their [ ct ir Paine spent h t I 1 t 1 1 1 ' 1 icec divi 

political liberty." " along the Phi phia waterfront, writ- 1 rd of li urged I I a 

rhen Pain iccused the Bi 4i vo> ing about up lution.Atnig fall, he vi crown be placed thereon 1 that th 
eminent imiting the "s land] ted is to engage in politi 1 wo 3 1 k i s. (1 

i , , , >. , 1, . 1 1 ' . - t 1 1 1 1 - ■• iW. IS IJI 

i ging i t < gent writei v!i , x ho' l Attet 1 chv ai 

cut while seltl , lakmg tlieni the lake him days or even ss ( aiseh. hereditar) ucc< net ed to 

oolso i r. rd 1 7 . t ttinized eacS it.ena cl 1 tlie"presei te of Am nun 

eluded with the prophetic statement, and rechecked his punctuation and I le argued that the situation had become 
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r M i«v happin rfitspeopl teas and b> k nd of the yea ibou ducti 

pt Europe. Almost like a preacher uig- boolM.,. priva! ..h^-v and taverns great 

? his on legation t mbarkona r W<h uropeand m ica *'._ id emm 

It^rtif if, rtl -i? les devoted to ihcconti ersialissu sion; 



\l ewdays fore i lease, King fli a, a . r .M(' I Pain. ,M 

George delivered his opening speech to were some strong voices of oppc 

Parliament calling for suppression of the John Adams, for example., feared 

■wva "vk.ber mmon Sense gfWi feci so popular a pamph tn > 

the Crown a direct and unequivocal re- among the people." While he h 
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on the subject of independence that a the war as well as to attract, a foreign mil- 

monarchy could no longer address their itary alliance lie reflected on the nature 

ljuh 776, v tei ngress\ longa v. >verawide panscoftei 
edforAn ! lit to noui Paine ry H i hose '.meri 

efforts were realized. He didn't seek per- who refused to take up the patriot cause, 

sonal fortune 01 fame howevei and even flhey based faeii ion-( impliance 

downplayed his achievement con- or religious scruples. 

the sale of his work to the Conlinenul mil tee on Foreign Affairs in 17 ' Paine 

A n uw fs restless as an obs I m broiled in an ii kn< 

Paine yearned to be at the center of as the Silas Deane affair. Congress re- 

ag ,nuv >i Pennsj rania rohmteei 
called the Associators in July 1776 and 
enlisted in the army whep- { enu 



d becc 



ceeded t 



amp. 



iewspai 



While serving in the army, Paine by referring to confidential papers. In so 
cure foreign suppoit for the [ itriot sition as a dipli la but also publicly re- 
April 1783 h wotea :riesof 13essa tt< i the reb< iiou coloni - ti 

later published collectively as TheAmer- still at peace with Britain, Under pres- 






tepia 



irthe signed his r 




IS IMS TBB SKV1 ,? Of THOMA5 PAINE? 

interred Pair»*l bones and toofe ihem 
to England in 18 195 

ESttrgpsss, who iccuftteij v> family 
tradition is a Fame descendant, pur- 
chased tin; sfeuii and he- aah<<w'-ti'o- 
gjst wife, Hat.<i is currently um leitak - 
mg scientific ncsein h on it fiPI'^AJua" 
•Trial extracted Swn the skull is com- 
pared to ti-y haw d suitable Paine de- 
scamans, and the two samples match, 
if b, likely that die skttsj Ls Pidncs. 

7 be search t> now on tor people de- 
sc ends d from P«in« thro tt;f t a stt t; trj 
paternal line, bcui :se the DM hot 
the VcliroDiDStrttK {.she male chrome 
some) .suivircs tmcliatiaed through 
sii. feeding naic gcncratlm s ( j< 
Burgess descended hxirt Pau.o v; 
ril»ft.*«r»,J t ;j*.Mi-|'viahdii>.i"!r sj h 
ciutuuoxuuc would run entasis the 
telltale jimctic material) 

Vet the mystery of brsw f^we* s 
ended tip half 3 world awtty from his 
■■ngmji bertee* p'scv in i 
would stfJl remain 



M -ijiir. i'-.. , l - iO.. , i i 'V.'i ■;> !|'.-i- 

I :• «i-.. , r-i. n. '- 

llill^i(p^^|^^i|il;ife; 

'■.\iN: i.inlivi -»:.i:i'1iit: ■:'■..: t.ii.-; 
h.H -I |- mi nali- ■ «V.I j ■■ ■ iliiKli df 
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Two years later 


he made a 


nuchbet- 


ter impress 


ion on 


France whe 


n he trav- 


eled there 


with John Laurens 


envoy of 


the Penns 


■ivania 


Assembly. 


They re- 


turned wit 




money and supplies 


for the Co 




.ai Army. D 


espite his 


success, ! 


oweve 


-, Paine e 


med no 


rec ognitioi 


lor hi 


role in the 


mission. 


Returnki 


g to f 


ngknd in 


1787, he 






roiled in th 


K.-..-la 


debate ign 


•ed b> 


the Frenc 


lion. His R 


%Hsoj 


Man, which 




trie Revok 


tion against the 


ttacks of 


British Par 






nd Burke, 


proved to 


x eve 


i more inflammatory 


than Comn 


on Sen 


x. Charged 


withsedi- 


lious libel 


for a 


ivocating a 


n end to 


monarchy 


in Brit 


ain, Paine e 


scaped to 


France, wh 








ed him to t 


ne Pre 


ich Nationa 


Conven- 


tion. Once 


igain, 


however, he 


fel! nit of 


the good gi 




"'.he govern 


ment and 


spent almo 


st a yes. 


r in prison. 


•Vhikliv- 








mal great 


work. \ge 


j/Reos 


3n, attacking 


the basic 


princi jles 


rfChri 


»tianity. 




In 1802 
America a 


jitter, d 


u-.. lusioned 


turned to 
man. The 


attacks on 


organ 


zed religion 


in Age of 


Reason cat 


sed w 


vesofang 


r around 


the nation. 


Nowc 


ansidered "a 


person to 


be avoided 


a char 


acter to be f 


»ared," he 


lived (he fit 


lal yea 


rs of his life 


is an out- 


cast. The 7 


--year- 


aid writer di 


:d in New 


York City c 


njunt 


8, 1809. 




Today; T 








is widely re 


garded 


as a powerful expres- 


sion of the 


Amer 


can mind, j 


ist a step 


below the I 


leclara 


ionoflnde 


jendence. 


His greaie. 
if tti <n the 


l JS 


jy, however 


people to 






wn politics 


1 destiny. 


That faith a 


llowed 


Paine to de 


trie a new 


vision of A 


merica 


as an asylu 


n for uni- 


versal freedom. * 
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